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Turning Reseurces into.Results for-People Report 2010
Africa Progress Panel Chair, Mr Kofi Annan, Peter Eigen, Linah Mohohlo and
Olusegun Obasanjo to announce key findings of the Africa Progress Report
2010 in the lead up to the World Cup in South Africa on Tuesday 25 May
2010. The landmark publication analyses the continent’s progress and issues
key recommendations to African leaders and its international partners. The
Africa  Progress report will be available on our website:
www.africaprogresspanel.org as of 25 May 2010.

Triumphs and disappointments in African governance

Countries with the most improved, and most deteriorated score between 2000 and the latest index of African governance,
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http://www.africaprogresspanel.org/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/g8-g20/africa/toothless-parliament-a-symbol-of-africas-failed-ambitions/article1570955/

News Overview

14 countries sign a new agreement that overturns the historic water sharing
arrangements of River Nile, establishing principles that govern the use,
management, development and conservation of the Nile water resources and
details the rights and obligations of Basin states. Tanzania rejects the insistence
by Egypt and Sudan that the new agreement should recognize the two
countries’ current Nile water uses and rights.

Nigeria's main militant group dismisses government pledges to revive a post-
amnesty programme in the Niger Delta, saying it failed to address their
demands for greater control of the region's oil resources. Some politicians are
raising eyebrows and calling for street protests against the President’s choice of
Vice President, arguing that it looks like a ploy by former President Olusegun
Obasanjo to tele-guide President Goodluck Jonathan to "impose" a Christian
governor on the state.

As naval activity in the Horn of Africa becomes increasingly secure, pirates are
moving south, attacking yachts, fishing vessels and other ships based in or
operating around Seychelles. In response to this, Seychelles will set up a
regional centre to prosecute pirates as part of an international push to stem
costly attacks of ships off the Somali coast.

Despite war and shattered economy, Somali telecom entrepreneurs are
providing inexpensive mobile-phone services where users can conduct money
transfers via mobile phones and gain internet access, wireless functions not
widely available in many other parts of Africa. As telecommunications
companies have stepped in to provide missing infrastructure in countries with
shaky economic foundations, such as Afghanistan and the DRC, experts say that
this isn’t all that unusual for a war-shattered economy.

After months of negotiations with lawmakers and interest groups, Senators
John Kerry and Joseph Lieberman introduced the American Power Act, a
comprehensive climate and energy bill that tries to limit climate altering
emissions, reduce oil imports and create millions of new energy-related jobs.

On 6 May, the Commission for Africa launched a review of progress against its
recommendations at the Africa World Economic Forum meetings in Dar es
Salaam. The Commission will publish a final report in September.

A coalition of civil society groups condemn UNESCO for planning to award a
prize for life sciences financed by the leader of Equatorial Guinea, a move
considered to be outrageous as the government is widely accused of corruption
and human right abuses and the money could be used to improve the living
standards of the people.

Opinions

Business Day (Nigeria): ‘Black colonialists: the root of the trouble with Africa’,
20 May 2010- Author outlines some questions in which he states Nigerians
must ask themselves in order to address the challenges of political and social
reconstruction in line with their ideals and dreams.

The Globe and Mail (Canada): G8/G20 Africa, 10 May 2010- The special Africa
edition of the Globe and Mail edited by Bono and Bob Geldof focuses on the
future of Africa and its importance for the continent, Canadians and the rest
of the West.

This is Africa (UK): Africa can learn from Asia’s success, 5 May 2010-Kofi
Annan writes that African countries have a lot to learn from Asia’s success.
He calls on Asia to not only reap benefits from its relationship with Africa,
but for it to help champion the needs of the world’s least developed
countries.
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