
Market Africa:  
Projecting the Continent as an Investment Proposition  

 

Swiss-African Business Circle (SABC)  

 

Caroline Kende -Robb  

Executive Director, Africa Progress Panel  

October 27, 2011  



Africa Progress Panel  

Kofi Annan  Peter Eigen  Muhammad 
Yunus 

Tidjane   
Thiam 

Linah Mohohlo  Graça  Machel  

Michel Camdessus  Bob Geldof  

Olusegun  Obasanjo  Robert Rubin  



 

Current state of the world economy  

 



Situation in  Africa: Growth in SSA  

Source: Development Prospects Group, World Bank Group 



Situation in  Africa: Fast -growing  economies  



Situation in  Africa: Rise in Global  Demand  



Situation in  Africa: Increasing Urbanization  

The high urbanization rate of the 
African continent which exceeds that 
of any other region can be a great 
asset by boosting productivity, 
demand, and investment by creating 
economies of scale. There is a clear 
need to avoid urban crowding and 
άslumificationέΦ 



Situation in  Africa: Demographic  Change  

 

In contrast to what is happening in much 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ labour 

force is continuing to expand. The 

continent currently has more than 500 

million people of working age. By 2040, 

their number is projected to exceed 1.1 

billion. Over the last two decades, three-

ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ D5t 

per capita came from an expanding 

workforce, the rest from higher labour 

productivity. While population growth can 

create intense pressure on resources, 

public institutions and social stability, it 

also provides an enormous opportunity for 

the continent. 

 



Situation in  Africa: Cost of Transportation  

Costs of Transportation in Africa and Other Regions 



Situation in  Africa: Electricity  & Telephone  

Despite the proliferation of programmes  to remedy Africaõs infrastructure deficit, the continent 
remains challenged by a lack of energy, transport and telecommunication infrastructure. 
Current annual investment needs are estimated at USD 93 billion, with more than one third 
remaining unfunded and insufficient maintenance creating additional needs for expensive 
rehabilitation. The World Bank estimates that if Sub -Saharan Africa could improve its 
infrastructure to the levels comparable with those in Mauritius, its growth of real GDP per capita 

would increase by 2.3 per cent a year.  



Situation in  Africa: Import/Export  Time 



Business Outlook: Views from the APP  

òI can say to you categorically: 

Africa is waiting and crying for 

investment and its doors are 

open to welcome you. Let me 

also add; many African countries 

are also responsive to positive 

advice from the private sector 

on what the private sector needs 

to do business in Africa and to 

move the African economy 

forward into the mainstream of 

global economy.ó 

Olusegun  Obasanjo  

Former President  of Nigeria  

Africa  Investor  Summit , New York 2011  


